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00:00:02

Hello, my name is Kim Diana Connelly, and | was supposed to be joined by my good
friend and Co chair, Agatha Chisha, but she's having technical difficulties, so | am going
to present on behalf of both of us.

»6——

Itis an honor for us -- Just me right now, but her heart is here--to be here for the forum
held by KKWNN and RamNet-J. We are so happy to be joining you by video,

00:00:35

on behalf of the World Wetland Network, whose purpose is to amplify local NGO voices
in global wetland policy making, we are delighted to recognize the legacy of the Korea
Japan Forum. It's been happening since 2007, and its connection to the formation of the
World Wetland Network is very important.

00:00:59

Again, my name is Kim Diana Connelly.

00:01:02

And | have worked as a scholar on the Convention on Wetlands for almost 20 years.
00:01:07

| got to serve on and even as the chair for a little while, the US national Ramsar
Committee and | do active Ramsar work in addition to my scholarship. | attended my
first conference of the Parties, my first COP at Korea in 2008.

00:01:25

I work with graduate students at my university and one of the things we did was the
2019 designation of the entire corridor of the Niagara Falls and getting it designated as a
Ramsar site.

00:01:40

And | have been supporting NGOs seeking designations around the world.
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00:01:46

If my friend and Co-chair Agatha were here, she would talk about the fact that she's
been Co chair for over a year, and she currently works with WWF Zambia.

00:01:59

Civil society that she works with is a very important partner in delivering wetland
conservation across Africa.

00:02:07

WWF Zambia is very excited that the COP15 of Ramsar will be held this yearin
Zimbabwe. Part of Agatha's role in her not Co chair of WWN work, is to ensure good civil
society engagement at the COP, both for the local NGOs and civil society organizations,
but also for representatives internationally.

00:02:32

Agatha has been actively participating in the revision of the NBSAPs in Zambia,
contributing to the development of national targets for the Freshwater Challenge.

00:02:45

This year's World Wetlands Day theme, ‘wetlands and human well being’, couldn't be
more timely or important. Wetlands are powerful allies in our shared future.

00:02:57

They store carbon, to help fight climate change; they buffer communities from
devastating storms and floods. But as we all know, they do even more. Wetlands feed
us;

00:03:11

They inspire us, and they connect us. They connect us to nature, to each other, and to
the generations yet to come.

00:03:23

Agatha and | want to take a moment to offer our heartfelt congratulations to the
inspiring themes that you've chosen for this year's forum. First, to the long term
success of the Stork Restoration efforts is a powerful symbol of what's possible when
communities come into coexistence with nature and commit to that coexistence,
seeing these magnificent birds return to landscapes where they had vanished reminds
us all that hope and healing are real.

00:03:56



Second, your forum’s focus on rice patties as living landscapes, where agriculture,
biodiversity and large waterbirds can thrive together is deeply encouraging. It's a
powerful reminder that our food systems can not only be productive, but regenerative.

00:04:16
And harmonious with nature.
00:04:19

And 3, your attention to carbon sequestration in mountain wetlands and peatlands is
essential. These often overlooked ecosystems quietly store vast amounts of carbon,
making them essential allies in the fight against climate change. Together, the topics
you all will explore reflect a sophisticated and forward-looking vision, one where
ecological health, cultural heritage and climate resilience are interwoven.

00:04:49

If Agatha was here, she would emphasize the importance of protecting wetlands and
helping deliver the objectives of the Ramsar Convention at National and local levels
with the 30x30 target.

00:05:02

30x30 commits countries to protect at least 30% of the world's land and water areas by
2030.

00:05:10

And as we all know, wetlands are some of the most important, biodiverse and
productive ecosystems on the planet.

00:05:18

Yet they are among the most threatened. Agatha would remind us that prioritizing the
protection, restoration, and sustainable management of wetlands, countries can make
significant progress toward this target. And then she would have told us that Zambia is
actively positioning itself to lead in this space.

00:05:38

By exploring the recognition of wetlands as OECMs -- Other Effective area-based
Conservation Measures, the country is in the process of establishing a national
coordination team to spearhead that effort.

00:05:54



And on behalf of both Agatha and I, WWN fully supports the establishment of rice
paddies and wetlands in both of your countries as OECMs to restore the ecosystem and
improve the livelihoods of communities.

00:06:11

Agatha would be telling us right now that at the World Wetland Network, our vision is
clear to strengthen Community-centered conservation and elevate the voices of NGOs
and civil society and global gatherings.

00:06:24

And I'm here to say that we're looking ahead to COP15 in Zimbabwe and warmly
encouraging each of you while you're together to share your local stories and solutions
at the forum you're at. The kind of sharing you're going to be doing is helpful to engaging
and shaping meaningful global processes.

00:06:47

So Agatha and | both wish you well at your meeting and hope that you could help
advance recognition implementation of OECMs in your countries to deliver greater
protection and restoration outcomes for wetlands.

00:07:00

Agatha would be telling us and reminding us that we have so much work to do to halt
wetland loss, but OECMs can play a pivotal role in turning the tide.

00:07:09

Agatha and | both hope that we will meet some of you at COP15 in person, or maybe
connect with you online.

00:07:16

This upcoming COP offers a powerful opportunity to showcase what inclusive
engagement, especially with NGOs and civil society like most of you represent, can
achieve in advancing the mission of the Convention on Wetlands.

00:07:32
As beautifully demonstrated by the fact that you all are together.
00:07:38

We wish you a very wonderful forum. Goodbye.
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