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Ⅰ. Current  status of rice paddies in ROK 



 Change of rice paddy area 

Ⅰ. Current status of rice paddies in 
ROK  

* Cause of decline 

 Aging population in the rural area  

 Increase of international crop trades 
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Recognition rice paddy as wetland  

Require priority conservation 

Identify of diverse endangered species 

To Enhance ecological health 

* During the Changwon declaration, Ramsar COP10 

Ⅰ. Current status of rice paddies in 
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    1. Ganghwa Maehwamareum Habitat (Incheon) 

    2. Junam Reservoir (Changwon) 

    3. Guam Village (Daegu) 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 



1. Ganghwa Maehwamareum Habitat (Ranunculus kazusensis)  

Ganghwa Maehwamareum Habitat 

Incheon International Airport 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 



Discovery of Habitat by Korea National Trust 
→ Selected as a conservation designation 

Conservation activity  
Through purchases and  donations 

Registered Ramsar Site 

1998 

2002 

2008 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 
1. Ganghwa Maehwamareum Habitat (Ranunculus kazusensis)  



National red list: VU 
Ranunculus kazusensis 

IUCN red list: VU 
Pelophylax chosenicus 

River snail 

Make brand 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 
1. Ganghwa Maehwamareum Habitat (Ranunculus kazusensis)  



2. Junam Reservoir 

Junam Reservoir 

Busan 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 



 ○ Artificial feeding on Migratory birds  

 ○ Biodiversity Management Contract 

 `07-`08 : Eco-guide Training for Resident 

 `08 ~  : Land Purchase of Farmland 

 `08  ~ : Join the International Migratory bird Network 

 `08 ~ present : Festival of Migrants 

2. Junam Reservoir 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 

 More focus  



3. Rice paddies of  Guam village 

Environment-
friendly agricultural 
practices 

Astragalus sinicus 

Ⅱ. Cases for Conservation & Management 
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Ⅲ. Conservation Law and Policy  

Ministry Law and Policy 

Ministry of 
Environment  
(MOE) 

□ Wetland Conservation Act, Biodiversity Conservation 
and Utilization Act 
 
○ Search for priority conservation of rice paddy and 
Designation protected wetland 
○ Biodiversity Management Contract  
Purchase of privately-owned rice-paddy and  
Transfer on protected area 

Ministry for 
Food, Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries (MFAFF) 

□ Environment-friendly agriculture Promotion Act 

○ Promotion and Acceleration of Environment-friendly 

agriculture 

○ Support materials for Environment-friendly agriculture 

Environment-friendly Direct Payments 

Land Conservation Direct Payments 



Ⅳ. Future Plan  

1) Wetland Conservation Act 

→ Current, There is no direct regulation for conservation and  

    management of rice-paddy. 

    But, Some protected areas includes rice-paddies. 
      (Mostly private land) 
 

→ Budget increases for the private land purchase is requited.  

1. Revision of the Relevant Legislation and policy 



Ⅳ. Future Plan  

2) Revision of Biodiversity Management Contract 

→ Current, national environmental policies focus on  

    migratory bird, safe food production. 
 

→ For an effective conservation of the rice paddy wetlands,  

    more broaden multi-scale approaches will be need. 

  * Including Ecosystem & Landscape Level Policy Enforcement 

1. Revision of the Relevant Legislation and policy 



2. Conservation, Restoration and Wise Use  

1) History 

Agricultural reservoir (built c.a. 1,400 years ago)  

One of 3 important ancient reservoirs in Korea 

Gonggeomji designated wetland protected area in 2011 (S. Korea) 

COP 8 Valencia (2002) 

•Resolution VIII.34  

•Agriculture, wetland, 

Water resource 

management 

COP 9 Kampala 

•Korean & Japan 
NGO   

•Rice Paddies; 
Amazing Asian 
Wetland 

COP 10 Changwon 

•Rice Paddies 

resolution  

•Resolution X.31 

COP 11 Bucharest 

•Rice Paddies and 

pesticides 

resolution proposal 

Sangju Rice Paddies Symposium (2011.08) 

Rice paddy meeting 
(2012) 

 Gonggeomji Rice paddy wetland restoration project  



Ⅳ. Future Plan  
2. Conservation, Restoration and Wise Use  

Core 
Zone 

Rice- 
paddies 

Transition 
area 

Protected area 

Before 

After 

Biodiversity Wetland 
Restoration of forest 

habitat 

Observatory 

Remove the 
banks 

Eco-friendly 
agri. experience 

Reinforcing and 
improving of hydrologic 



Ⅳ. Future Plan  
3. Wetland City Accreditation 



• To promote the conservation and wise use of 
wetlands 

• To facilitate regional and international 
cooperation 

• To generate sustainable socio-economic benefits 
for the local population 

“Ramsar Wetland City” 
:Branding opportunity for local people 

Objectives 



Thank you  
for your attention 
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