,.,Japanszamsar SItESH

e -

:
;|
" _r.
qu T ey T SR St e Je R,
. - =4 — —— . SR i =l R
- B ‘_ = __..: S — ' ),_ 2 2y - Sv— — .--,_-.--;... g ‘77_:’_:!_ o
s:a% £ # w s e S e e — e -

~ e T e e ——

e
3 “*‘-'—_"-uu- o e

50 wetlands designated in the last 35 years ' ’:\ e
4 !
The number of Ramsar sites in Japan reached 50 with the designation of h TN y t/ d
four new wetlands in May 2015. Only 11 wetlands were designated in the ) m_ko Otsukoan
period of 19 years from 1980, when Japan became a contracting party to 9 g oand
i - : . Uryunuma-shitsugen
Ramsar Convention, to COP7 in 1999. A resolution at COP7 that provided a o i shison Kritappu-shitsuger

short-term objective of doubling the Ramsar sites prompted the Japanese
government to set a numerical target and undertake its task under The
National Biodiversity Strategy in the following 16 years. As a result the
number of Ramsar sites in Japan reached 50.

Japan has more than 150 potential Ramsar
sites

We proposed to the Ministry of the Environment that it set a long-term
objective of bringing the number of Japan’s Ramsar sites to 100. Although
the position of the Ministry in 2005 was that about 50 Ramsar sites might
be the upper limit, they announced as many as 172 candidate sites in
September 2010. Twelve of them have since been designated and 160
remain to be designated.

SAPPORO .lVIiyajima-numa Bekambeushi-shitsugen

® Wetlands designated as Ramsar
sites by COP12 in 2015

@ Candidatesites: wetlandsidentified
as potential Ramsar sites that meet
the Ramsar Site Criteria by Japan’s
Ministry of the Environment in 2010

* The map data is based on the MoE’s documents.
Dots represent the approximate location of the

candidate sites.
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100 Ramsar sites as mid-to-long-term

target
uta ike A draft resolution for adoption by COP12 also recognizes a @
‘ . \‘ significant increase of Ramsar sites as an important objective. e
| } For Japan to fulfill its responsibilities as a contracting party, it is *
necessary to proactively designate those 160 candidate sites as
K.i‘;‘ﬁgifﬁgma: Ramsar sites. Bringing the total number of Japan’s Ramsar sites

to 100 is not a daunting target.
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